
Meet our newest Planning Com-
mittee member. 
Greetings! I turned 40 on Mon-
day, May 10.  My husband Jeff 
and I, who celebrated 14 years of 
marriage in April, have two chil-
dren: Joshua, 12 and Maggie,10. 

I work for my dad at our family 
business, Doelling Decorating 
Center, a 4th generation family owned and operated 
business celebrating its 90th anniversary next year. 
We have three designers who help with painting, 
wallpapering, window treatments, drapery, bed-
ding... 

I just recently traveled to Phoenix / Mesa, AZ, for in-
terior plantation shutter Journeyman & Master plan-
ning and installation school, becoming the third Mas-
ter shutter installer in Indianaτmy dad, Paul Doel-
ling, and my cousin, David Doelling. 

A life-long member of Trinity Lutheran in Valpo, I 
have taught Sunday School and Confirmation and 
served on the Council and Evangelism committee. I 
ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Ŏƭǳō ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŦƻǊ 
fellowship, fun, food, and, of course, a book discus-
ǎƛƻƴΣ ŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ 

At one of our meetings, I approached my friend Freda 
Scales, who was embarking on a Spirit-led adventure 
in starting a mission in Crown Point, with the idea of 
perhaps helping her with a website or anything else I 
could help her with.  Little did we know what would 
happen as a result! We now have an extremely infor-
mative website with devotions, a lector schedule, 
past sermons, and a FaceBook page listing daily devo-
tions and commemorations/festivals, and links to 
ELCA and Women of the ELCA. 

My faith has been a life long journey that only grows 
stronger daily.  In 2001 I was diagnosed with cervical 
cancer and underwent a hysterectomy, resulting in 
άǎǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ƳŜƴƻǇŀǳǎŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ омΦ  L ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ 
listen to what God was doing for me: He was prepar-
ing me for a more difficult experience 8 years later.  
In August of 2009, my husband was diagnosed (Page 2)  

Spring Brings a Gathering of Renewal 

Butterflies filled the air as fifty-one 
women from ten congregations of the 
NW Cluster came together at Griffith 
Lutheran on a beautiful spring Saturday, 
April 17thΣ ŦƻǊ άwŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ hǳǊ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴπ
ǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦέ  

Camille White and the GLC women  
served up warm hospitality, assisted by our sisters from 
Gloria Dei, who not only brought breakfast goodies, but 
butterfly favors for each attendee. 

Annette Holtan brought greetings from the Synodical 
Board and President Dorothy Nevils, attending a Synod 
Council meeting in Indy. 

Norma Lewis of Augustana led opening devotions, and 
was thanked for her two terms of service to the Cluster 
Planning Committee. 

Pastor Freda Scales of Hope Lutheran Community led our 
Bible Study, with spirit and energy, using the Lectio Di-
vina method. We discovered that a relationship with God 
ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ 
refreshed for service and responding by our action. 

Annette followed ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άƘŀƭŦ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊΣέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ 
the opportunities for advocacy and service available 
through Women of the ELCA and Lutheran World Relief. 

During lunch, Ann Bawinkel of Love, INC (In the Name of 
Christ), inspired us with a presentation, not just giving us 
facts about the ministry, but challenging us to remember 
service is not so much about giving as developing rela-
tionships. 

Amy Doelling-Osterhout, from Hope by way of Trinity 
Valparaiso, was elected to fill the vacancy left by Norma 
Lewis. We welcome Amy, who expressed her excitement 
at the opportunity to serve. 

A time of sharing revealed that the Women of Gloria Dei 
are helping the congregation celebrate its 50th anniver-
sary as a worshiping and serving community; Bethlehem 
Chesterton continues with many (activities, including sell-
ing LWR fair trade coffee one Sunday per month. Finally, 
Augustana has added another Circle and is growing! 

Josie Offredo, a woman living her call to mission (See p. 2)
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