
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The Good News 
February 2010 

Worship with us this month and more 
 

 

Sunday, February 7th  

8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 (Contemporary) a.m. Worship 

Superbowl To Go Pick-up 

Ash Wednesday Dinner Ticket Sales 

9:30 a.m. Education Hour 

10:30 a.m. Childrenôs Choir 

6:00 p.m. óTis a Gift Bible Study 

 

 

Sunday, February 14th      

8:00, 9:30 & 11 a.m. Worship 

Ash Wednesday Dinner Ticket Sales 

9:30 a.m. Education Hour 

10:30 a.m. Childrenôs Choir 

6:00 p.m. Cornerstone  

 

 

Wednesday, February 17th 

5:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Dinner 

6:00 p.m. Foundations 

 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship 

 

 

Sunday, February 21st       

8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 

Lenten Dinner Ticket Sales 

9:30 a.m. Education Hour 

10:30 a.m. Childrenôs Choir 

6:00 p.m. óTis a Gift Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, February 24th 

5:30 p.m. Lenten Dinner 

6:00 p.m. Foundations 

 7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship-  

Holden Evening Prayer 

8:00 p.m. Church Council 

 

 

Sunday, February 28th       

8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 

Lenten Dinner Ticket Sales 

9:30 a.m. Education Hour 

Spiritual Birthday Party  

10:30 a.m. Childrenôs Choir 

3:00- 5:00 p.m. All Age Game Day 

6:00 p.m. Cornerstone  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW ABOUT THAT_____________ (fill in the blank) AT OUR CHURCH 

 

 How about that December/Christmas season!  In so many ways we were able to be a thriving 

congregation in WORSHIP:  Decorating the church together. . .  Angels of Christmas.  . .  Wonderful Sunday 

School Christmas service. . . Despite some tough weather on Christmas Eve, we had such lovely and 

meaningful services.  Of many appreciative remarks made, here is part of one letter:  òI want to thank all those 

who had a part in preparing and were involved in the Christmas Eve Service.  The music was fantastic, the 

church was beautiful, and the message was wonderful. . .This will be our last Christmas service in this worship 

area.  I have really enjoyed (it) . . . I will leave this sanctuary with a great memory.  I just have to say it  again, 

thanks for a beautiful service and a great memory.  This Christmas Eve at Christ was God at work in the world.ó  

 

 How about those builder-volunteers of our congregation!  The òofficialó MISSION BUILDERS left at 

Thanksgiving after months and months of faithful work and leadership of our own members.  Then December 

and early January saw dozens of our own builder-volunteers (thatõs what I am calling all those who come over 

to do a myriad of building and painting jobs to complete our church).  Day after day the work goes on 

(daytime, evenings, weekends).  Thank the Lord we have such dedication generosity.  And now through mid-

March three of our original MISSION BUILDER couples are back in residence:  Lyle and Bev, Tom and Katie, 

Bill and Becky.  We thank three of our members for opening their homes for temporary MISSION BUILDLER 

residence in their homes:  The Pearces, the Waleshes, and the Youngs.   

 

How about those new looks for the new year!   Welcoming Pastor David Norland to lead Christian 

Education and outreach.  Welcoming over 140 families back to Little Lamb Preschool.  Welcoming Pastor Walt 

Wangerin to our òroamingó pulpit and as Bible teacher in-every-Monday-residence.  Welcoming Pastor Jock 

Ficken for a first anniversary Sunday of our decision to build a new church.  Welcoming another Christ 

Lutheran Retreat emphasis on Godõs Church in action.  Welcoming new interest among people coming to 

grow in Christ the Savior through Christ Lutheran ministry. 

 

How about those Bears!  Well, letõs not go THERE.  Wait till next year. 

 

How about YOU!  Come and worship.  Come and be renewed in the Lord.  Come and help.  Come 

meet one another.  We have so much to share! 

 

Pastor Castleman  

 

Coming Soon!!!  

The òGREENó Group 

Early Focus- Rain Gardens 

 

Contact Sue Schoech at 464 -2858 for more inf ormation  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where is

the retreat?

FEBRUARY  ALTAR GIFTS  

Holy Communion Wine -  

*    

Altar Candles -  

*  

Eternal Lamp Candles -  

* Donna Jannsen - to the glory of God.  

Flo rals -  

February 7th - 

* The Ennes Family - in memory of friend,  

John Moore and Markõs 

grandfather, John Buss.  

February 14th -  

*  Lent - No Florals.  

February 21st ð 

*  Lent - No Florals.  

February 28th ð 

*  Lent - No Florals.  

 

CLC Menõs Group 
Saturday, February 6 th  

8:00 - 9:15 a.m. Church Hall  

Breakfast, Fellowship and  

Bible Study  
 

òEli: A Failure at Homeó 
Spiritual Responsibility  

1 Samuel 2:12 -26 
 

All men of  Christ Lutheran are 
invited to participate.  

Contact Bruce Starek at 926 -7768 or 
by email at bstarek1@comcast.net   

if you have questions or  
would like more information.  

Volunteers at the  

Hilltop Soup Dinner on  

Thursday, February 11 
 

NEEDED:  Youth and adults   

  to serve soups,  

  bread, beverages, desserts,  

  set & bus tables 
    

WHEN:   Pick your choice of shifts   -- 

  4:00 to 5:45  p.m.,  

  5:30-7:00 p.m.,  

  6:45-8:15 p.m.,  

  and kitchen clean-up at 7:30  p.m. 
 

WHY:    Raising funds for Hilltop 

  Neighborhood House's Childcare  

  Scholarship Fund   
 

PLUS:   Funds raised supplemented by 

  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, 

  Porter County Chapter 
 

SIGN-UP:   Volunteer Sign-up Sheet on the 

  kiosk in Church Hall , or contact 

  Karen Seykowski @ 462-3636. 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank the 'Tis a Gift Bible 

Study group at Christ Lutheran for the 

beautiful flowers and to all who sent the 

many cards and prayed for Thelma in her 

final days. 

John Tirschman 

 

(John is planning a Memorial service here 

in the spring when he returns to 

Valparaiso.)  

 

mailto:bstarek1@comcast.net
http://www.clker.com/clipart-2045.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade Mentor Training - 
February 10 th  at 7:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary  
Seventh grade students, their parents & their mentors  are asked to meet in the Sanctuary to hear 

details of the mentoring program.  After the details have been explained, youth and parents will be 

dismissed and the mentors will remain for additional training. 

 

Foundations  Time & Place Changes. 
Reminder that during the Lenten season,  

Foundations will meet from 6:00-6:50 p.m.   

(Feb.17, Feb. 24, Mar. 3, Mar. 10, Mar. 17)  

6
th

 grade meets in Music Room,  

7
th

 grade & their Mentors meet in the youth room and  

8
th

 grade stays with Pastor.  

This time change allows all of us to get to Wednesday night Lenten services. Any youth who have not 

been picked up by their parents by 7:00 p.m. will be taken to the sanctuary and will be sitting in 

the back pews.  You may come and worship with us or you may come to the sanctuary and quietly pick 

them up. 

 

 

Super bowl Feb. 7
th 

 Donõt forget to pick up your Chili and Sandwiches!   

Forgot to buy your chili and sandwiches?? No problem. 

There is always extra available that day for purchase. 

 

 

 

 

High  School Lock -IN  Feb. 19 -20
th

  

8:30 p.m. -  9:00 a.m.  

Late Night Pizza, Guitar Hero, Wii Challenges, Board Games, Movies   

AS WELL AS A SERVICE PROJECT! 

Sign up on the kiosk in Church Hall. 

Friends are welcome, but must fill out a Medical Release Form. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Lamb Preschool  
 

Seeds Of Faith  
 

I always appreciate hearing how God is working in the lives of the  

LLP staff members. Pastor Castlemanõs theme this year is òThe Lord is  

my helperó so I asked the Beginner Class Teaching Team (they teach  

the 3 & 4 year olds) what the Lord is helping them do this year at  

Little Lamb Preschool.  Let me share their responses so you get a look  

into their work at LLP:   

 
 Sherry Gronceski  said, òThe Lord helps me be patient and see that each child is a 

precious gift. He helps me to see the positive side of each situation.ó 

 

 Bonnie Carmichael  shared, òThe Lord helps me by giving me the opportunity to be with 

the young children. I love listening to their laughter and giggles!ó 

 

 Amy Hussung  believes, òThe Lord helps me with organization, and to focus on the 

childrenõs needs and faith.ó 

 

 Sue Baughman shares, òGod has guided me in assisting families to encourage children 

in positive and loving ways.ó 

 

 Laure Hetzel  said, òGod has given me the strength to be a stronger person when 

helping children with different needs.ó 

 

 Patti Earhart  feels, òThe Lord helps me stay focused on the preciousness of all 

children.ó 

 

 

Often parents express their appreciation that we 
share the word of God with children and families,  

and thank us for offering a quality early childhood  
education in a Christian environment. The Lord,  

using the hands of support through CLC,  
helps and guides our ministry as together  

òwe serve God by shepherding His children.ó   
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"When we seriously ponder the Word, hear it, and put it to use, such is its power that it never departs 

without fruit. It always awakens new understanding, new pleasure, and a new spirit of devotion, and it 

constantly cleanses the heart and its meditations. For these words are not idle or dead, but effective and 

living."       -Martin Luther on the 3
rd

 Commandment 

 

Such confident faith is central to everything we do at Christ Lutheran Church.  Consider the 

opportunities that follow as ways for you and your loved ones to encounter the living and active 

Word of God, and you will grasp our hope in providing the very best for you and for yours in a new 

spirit, a clean heart, godly pleasures, and fresh understanding.    (Pastor Norland) 
 

Sunday School 
Every Sunday morning  we seek to ensure that the mes sage provided by our Sunday School 

supplements the Good News they hear in worship.  If you know children that do not have the joy 

and encouragement shared so freely here, please invite them!  Our themes for February are:  

¶ Feb 7  Trust the Lord  

¶ Feb 14  Astound ing Glory  

¶ Feb 21  Wilderness Companions  

¶ Feb 28  Strong and Tender  

ôSouper Bowlõ Sunday 

A way to connect support for the big game and support for the hungry is brought by your 

Sunday School.  The children ask your help for their ôSouper Bowlõ competition, bringing in as 

many cans of soup as you feel reflects your support for your football team.  You can contribute 

to the team containers in the entry any time through the first week of February. 

 

Spi ritual  Birthdays  

Your children invite you to join them in our annual remembrance of our  

spiritual birthdays .  Here are the steps to take in supporting them.   

First , find the date when you were born from above ς  

born by water and the Holy Spiritτthe date of your baptism.   

Second , work out how many years old you are as a child of God.   

Third , set aside one dime, one dollar, or one hundred dollars for each one of  

those years.   

Finally Σ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ   

spiritual life to the church on February 21
st
 or 28

th
.   

These birthday offerings will be dedicated by the Sunday School at 9:30 on the 28
th
. 

Illustrations/graphics supplied by GospelGifs.com are copyrighted and used with permission 



 

 

Expanded Cable- Channel 60 

TOTAL LIVING NETWORK 

Sundays- 11:30 a.m. 
February 7 ς Luke 5:1-11 

"They Left Everything" 
by Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker, 

 Emanuel Lutheran Church, New Haven, IN 

 February 14 ς Luke 9:28-36 
"Who Is Jesus?" 

by Rev. Jay Mason,  
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Albuquerque, NM 

February 21 ς Luke 4:1-13 
"Standing and Withstanding Temptation?" 

by Rev. Karl Frincke,  
Concordia Lutheran Church, Ft. Wayne 

February 28 ς Luke 13:34 
άStubborn? Obdurate?  Gathered?έ 

by  Rev. James Elsner, 
Prince of Peace, Hudson, IN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Valentines for shut ins 
 

The Sunday School children have been 

busy creating Valentines with the message 

of Jesusõ love to be sent or delivered to 

members and friends of the congregation 

who are shut-in or alone. If you have 

someone who you would like to have 

receive one  

of these Valentines,  

please give the name  

and address to  

Pastor David  

Norland by 

 Sunday,  

February 7
th

.   

Join the Deborah Circle on Wednesday, February 10th 
after school (3:30- 4:30) 

 
We will meet at church for a snack and crafts from 3:30 to 4:30,  
then leave to distribute Valentines to Retirement Home residents.  
Please sign up in Church Hall or email to meltrow@comcast.net   

to ensure that we have enough snacks. J 
Questions? Melanie 462-8740  

mailto:meltrow@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLC Social Ministry and Mission 
Speak up for people who cannot speak for themselves.  Protect the rights of all who are helpless.  

(Proverbs 31:8) 

 

Social Ministry Emphasis for Feb.  Each month  

the Social Ministry Committee highlights a special giving  

opportunity.  Februaryõs specific emphasis is to provide  

monetary and volunteer support for the   

Hilltop Neighborhood House.  
 

Hilltop Neighborhood House is located òon a hilló in a neighborhood west of Valparaiso 

University where social service needs are real for the families and children living there. The 

mission of Hilltop Neigh borhood House is to help families succeed with a focus on quality, 

affordable child care.  The Hilltop Neighborhood House Child Care Program helps families work 

toward meeting the physical, social, emotional and intellectual needs of their children. They a ssist 

and support families in their task of helping their children grow into healthy and productive 

adults. The Village Food Pantry and Reiner Community Center are also part of the Hilltop family. 

After school programs, homework assistance, computer classes and community dinners are 

offered to the residents of the neighborhood. A gift of $50 permits Hilltop to provide child care 

and community improvement activities within a childõs own family setting (also your contributions 

may qualify for Indianaõs Neighborhood Assistance Tax Credit).   

 

On Thursday evening, February 11, at St. Paulõs Catholic Church in Valpo, Hilltop will have its 11
th

 

annual òHeartwarming Soupsó dinner ð plan to attend if you can (CL Youth may be involved in 

serving at the dinner). The proceeds from this dinner are used for Childcare Scholarships.   

 

Our congregational financial goal for February is $2000 (a combination of this monthõs giving, a 

budgeted amount, and any Thrivent matching funds).  Use your weekly worship service envelope 

and indicate òHilltopó on the line marked Social Ministry with the amount you wish to give in 

addition to your regular giving.  Thank you for your support of monthly social ministry needs.  

 

   

CLC Recycling Project.  Dave Keammerer collects aluminum cans each  

Sunday morning.  Cans may be placed in Daveõs white Ford truck in the church  

parking lot.  The cans are collected, deposited, and then dollars obtained are  

given to social ministry needs.  If you have any questions about the logistics of  

how you can contribute you can find Dave in the Church Library before and  

after the Adult Bible Study time each Sunday. 

 

 

 

CLC Least Coin Jar.  Unsure of what to do with those pennies, nickels, dimes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission and Vision  
 
The Mission of Christ Lutheran  

Church is to preach and teach God's 

forgiving grace in the Crucified and 

Risen Christ to an ever -growing 

congregation of Christians. We freely 

celebrate and extend to our community 

the healing ministry of God's love and 

the hope of eternal life.  

The Vision of Christ Lutheran 

Church is that it will be known as a 

welcoming an d loving congregation, 

responding to the dynamic challenges of 

our church, our homes and our 

community, passionately serving as 

Gospel -centered disciples of Jesus 

Christ.  
 

CORE VALUES 

Á Grace  CLC is a Scripturally Centered 

Church that is based on the solid 

foundation of God's saving grace 

through Christ, passionately sharing 

the Gospel as missionaries to others. 

Á Welcoming  CLC is an Inviting 

Church that provides a nurturing, 

challenging and Christ-like 

environment of love, care and 

forgiveness. 

Á Caring CLC is a Compassionate 

Church that develops relationships by 

connecting people within our church, 

homes and community through 

fellowship, service and prayer. 

Á Giving CLC is a Sharing Church that 

educates individuals of all ages, 

thereby encouraging them to cultivate 

their God-given talents, finances and 

resources in service to the Lord. 

Á Empowering CLC is a Discipling 

Church that mentors its members to 

identify, develop and utilize their 

individual gifts and talents to be 

effective leaders in furthering the 

diverse ministries of the church. 

Á Awe-Inspiring  CLC is a Spirit-Filled 

Church that celebrates Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacrament with 

varied styles of worship, prayer, music, 

liturgy and the arts. 

 

Feeling the Winter Blues.... 
Do you have cabin fever? 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get relief with some  
fellowship and games. 

Join us at church on Sunday,  
February 28th from 3 to 5pm 

for an All Ages,  
Church-wide Game Night 

 
Bring along your favorite board game 

and/or card game.  
 

Relay and action games will also be 
happening....we may even play a game 

for a prize! 
 

Volunteer to bring an ingredient for our 
snack mix and sign up at the  

Family Ministry Table in Church Hall. 
 

IF you are a family- come, 

IF you are single- come,  

IF you are grandparents-come! 
 

All are welcome for this 
intergenerational game night!!!! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2610 N. Campbell Street 

Valparaiso, IN 46385 

219-462-6660 

e-mail clcvalpo@verizon.net 

website: www.clcvalpo.org 

 

CLC STAFF 

Rev. Jerry W. Castleman, D. Min.-  

Pastor 

Jason Pollington- 

Vicar 

Tammy Mason- 

Director, Youth Ministry 

Barbara Clements-  

Director, Lay Ministry 

Karen Stingely-  

Music Director/Secretarial Services 

David Norland - 

Interim Childrenõs Education Director 

Susan Brown- 

Associate Music Director 

Beth Coburn- 

Director, Little Lamb Preschool 

Beth Olejniczak 

Parish Nurse 

Paula Starek- 

Administration & Communications 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT   Eric Johnson 

PRESIDENT ELECT   Chris Aiken 

 SECRETARY   Karin Hinton  

TREASURER   Scott Casbon 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY   Jim Boedeker 

ASSISTANT TREASURER   Faith Noe 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION   Jen Gottlieb 

CHRISTIAN GROWTH  Brian Boetel    

CHURCH PROPERTY   Bruce Smith 

EVANGELISM   Grace Safrin 

SOCIAL MINISTRY   Lisa Owen 

STEWARDSHIP   Dorie Hawkins  

WORSHIP & MUSIC   Sarah Eickleberry 

 YOUTH   Bruce Starek     

 

 

HILLTOP NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE  

11th Annual  

òHeartwarming Soups 

& Hometown Entertainment!ó 

 

Plus Bread & Dessert All You Can Eat  

Thursday, February 11th  

Hosted By:  
St. Paulõs Catholic Church 

1855 W. Harrison Blvd  
Valparaiso, IN 4 6385  

  
Tickets:  

Adults $25 -      Children 12 & under $10  
(Tickets available from Karen Seykowski)  

 

Two Seatings:  
4:30 pm & 6:00 pm  

 
 Participating Restaurants :      

Billy Jackõs       Bistro 157       

Blackbird Cafe  

Bon Femme      Culverõs            

Desi gner Desserts         

Dish     Don Quixote      Duffyõs     

Kelseyõs           Maria Elenaõs         

Pestos Italian Restaurant       Pikkõs     Premier Grill       

Round The Clock     Strongbow Inn      Suzieõs Caf® 

  

In partnership with 

 

  
 

All proceeds t o benefit the  
Hilltop Neighborhood House Childcare Scholarship Fund  

  

 

For More Info Call:  

219-477-4222 or  

Email:  chris@hilltophouse.org  

  

 
  

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefRu2QZLDnEARjGjzbkF/SIG=12847j08n/EXP=1258826478/**http:/www.columbiacounty.net/valentine/Heart335.gif
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefRu2QZLDnEARjGjzbkF/SIG=12847j08n/EXP=1258826478/**http:/www.columbiacounty.net/valentine/Heart335.gif
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefRu2QZLDnEARjGjzbkF/SIG=12847j08n/EXP=1258826478/**http:/www.columbiacounty.net/valentine/Heart335.gif


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


